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NATIONAL CARERS WEEK 

Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [12.25 pm]: I rise to inform the house 
that this week is National Carers Week. Carers Week is an opportunity to raise awareness and show appreciation for 
the valuable contribution of the 320 000 unpaid carers across the state. Informal unpaid carers provide care to others 
in need of assistance or support and are usually friends or family of the person in need. They make a significant 
contribution to the care and wellbeing of people with a disability, mental illness, chronic condition, terminal illness 
and the frail aged. Although carers make an extraordinary contribution to the people they care for, they also make 
an enormous contribution to our national economy. The estimated annual replacement value of this care to the 
Australian economy is $77.9 billion. 

Being a carer has many rewards as well as challenges, particularly as our community navigates the COVID-19 
pandemic. On Monday, I attended an afternoon tea with carers from all across the state, many of whom joined 
the event via Zoom. We heard from a number of passionate carers about their experiences, including Kane and 
Sarah Blackman. Their six-year-old son, Finn, has a rare condition that requires constant care. Kane spoke about 
how he came to understand that he and his wife were both parents and carers, and how he now recognises that 
as such. 

Carers come from all walks and stages of life. People can become carers without any notice, support or training. They 
may care for a parent or grandparent, a child, a partner, a sister or brother or a close friend. Some carers also care 
for more than one person at a time. On behalf of the McGowan government, I welcome this opportunity to thank 
carers for their significant contribution to the health and wellbeing of Western Australians. 
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